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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Birrell et 
al (US Pat No: US0061 85551 B1), hereafter referred to as Birrell. 

1 . With regards to claim 1 , Birrell teaches a method of enabling an electronic 
communication apparatus to receive a long e-mail message from an Internet server, 
including the steps of: driving POP3 (Post Office Protocol 3) of the communication 
protocol of the network communication software installed in the electronic 
communication apparatus to receive the head message of the e-mail message upon 
detection of the presence of said e-mail message in said internet server, and to send 
the head message to an upper module block said electronic communication apparatus; 
driving said upper module block to judge if the length of said e-mail message surpasses 
the maximum length receivable to said electronic communication apparatus; and driving 
said POP3 to receive said e-mail message segment by segment subject to the 
maximum length receivable to said electronic communication apparatus if the length of 
said e-mail message surpasses the maximum length receivable to said electronic 
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communication apparatus, and then to send the received e-mail message segments to 
the upper module block of said electronic communication apparatus one after another, 
for enabling said upper module block to register the received e-mail message segments 
in corresponding storage zones (Birrell teaches a design about an email system 
(column 1, line 63 - column 2, line 6, Birrell). As in all email systems, emails contain 
headers (column 9, line 1 1 , Birrell). The client receives headers first since they contain 
crucial information such as the routing information (column 9, line 14, Birrell). In 
addition, Birrell's design has means by which to determine the size of the email and 
determine if an email is too large (column 12, line 62 - column 13, line 24, Birrell). If a 
message is too large, portions of the email, such as attachments, are not sent to the 
client. The email that is sent, just as any data that is sent in a network is sent in packets 
(equivalent to the claimed segments). Hence, just as claimed, in Birrell's design, the 
email is sent in packets and is received one after another and combined into a full data 
by the client (just as TCP/IP protocol requires), and portions are left out if the email is 
too large). 

2. With regards to claim 2, Birrell teaches the method further comprising the step of 
driving said upper module block to connect said e-mail message segments into a 
complete e-mail message after all e-mail message segments have been received and 
registered in corresponding storage zones (The email that is sent, just as any data that 
is sent in a network is sent in packets (equivalent to the claimed segments). In addition, 
Birrell's design uses TCP/IP (column 3, line 19, Birrell). TCP/IP requires data to be 
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transferred in packets one after another. The receiving device receives these data 
packets where they are combined to form a single data entity as claimed). 

3. With regards to claim 3, Birrell teaches the method further comprising the step of 
driving said POP3 to receive the data of said e-mail message if the length of said e-mail 
message is within the maximum length receivable to said electronic communication 
apparatus (BirreH's design allows forjudging of email sizes and if the email size is not 
too large, it is sent without changes as claimed (column 12, line 62 - column 13, line 24, 
Birrell)). 

4. With regards to claim 4, Birrell teaches the method further comprising the step of 
driving said POP3 to give a message to said upper module block when the last e-mail 
message segment of said e-mail message has been received, informing said upper 
module block that all of the e-mail message segments of said e-mail message have 
been well received (BirreH's design uses TCP/IP (column 3, line 19, Birrell). TCP/IP 
requires informing means to ensure data is transferred properly as claimed). 

5. With regards to claim 5, Birrell teaches the method further comprising the step of 
driving said upper module block to receive all e-mail message segments of said e-mail 
message, and then to connect the e-mail message segments of said e-mail message 
one after another to form a complete e-mail message for storage (The email that is sent, 
just as any data that is sent in a network is sent in packets (equivalent to the claimed 



Application/Control Number: 09/836,416 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2143 

segments). In addition, Birrell's design uses TCP/IP (column 3, line 19, Birrell). TCP/IP 
requires data to be transferred in packets one after another. The receiving device 
receives these data packets where they are combined to form a single data entity as 
claimed). 

6. With regards to claim 6; Birrell teaches the method wherein said communication 
protocol of said network communication software installed in said electronic 
communication apparatus is TCP/IP (Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol) 
(Birrell's design allows for the use of TCP/IP (column 3, line 1 9, Birrell)). 

7. With regards to claim 7, Birrell teaches the method further comprising the step of 
driving said upper module block to connect all e-mail message segments to the head 
message data one after another to form a complete e-mail message for storage (The 
email that is sent, just as any data that is sent in a network is sent in packets (equivalent 
to the claimed segments). In addition, Birrell's design uses TCP/IP (column 3, line 19, 
Birrell). TCP/IP requires data to be transferred in packets one after another. The 
receiving device receives these data packets where they are combined to form a single 
data entity as claimed. The header is part of the email and must be part of the email 
(column 9, lines 11-15, Birrell), hence since the data packets are combined to form a 
single data entity (email message), the header must be combined with the data as well, 
as claimed). 

6 
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8. With regards to claim 8, Birrell teaches the method further comprising the step of 
driving said upper module block to currently received e-mail message data to the head 
message to form an e-mail message for storage (The email that is sent, just as any data 
that is sent in a network is sent in packets (equivalent to the claimed segments). In 
addition, Birrell's design uses TCP/IP (column 3, line 19, Birrell). TCP/IP requires data 
to be transferred in packets one after another. The receiving device receives these data 
packets where they are combined to form a single data entity as claimed. The header is 
part of the email and must be part of the email (column 9, lines 11-15, Birrell), hence 
since the data packets are combined to form a single data entity (email message), the 
header must be combined with the data as well, as claimed). 

Remarks 

After careful review of the application, the examiner failed to note any truly 
unique traits within the design claims. The claims provided are seen as being general 
and would benefit from the inclusion of more detailed specifications. In addition, should 
the applicants have any further details regarding their design that would present their 
design as being truly unique over the prior art provided by the examiner, they are 
encouraged to amend the specifications and claims to reflect such changes. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Azizul Choudhury whose telephone number is 703-305- 
7209. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 703-308-5221 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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